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LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

Location: 7601 Imperial Highway, located within the block bounded by Flores Street 
on the north, Laurel Street on the west, Hawthorn Street on the east, and 
Esperanza Street on the south. The Kitchen and Employee Dining Room 
faces north to Flores Street and east to a paved parking lot. 

U.S.   Geological   Survey   Los  Angeles  Quadrangle,   Universal   Transverse 
Mercator Coordinates: 
11S392534 N; 3754240 E 

Present Owner / 
Occupant: 

County of Los Angeles 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

Vacant 

Constructed in 1927 to serve as the kitchen and dining room facility 
specifically for employees and visitors of the Los Angeles County Poor Farm, 
this building supplemented a still extant earlier facility that had been 
outgrown as the Poor Farm evolved into a long-term medical care facility. 
The County Poor Farm began in 1887/1888 as an agricultural facility that 
provided work, housing, and medical care for the indigent to relieve the 
overburdened Los Angeles County Hospital system. By the 1910s, an 
increasing number of inmates with chronic medical disorders were being 
admitted to the Poor Farm, causing a transition from providing 
rehabilitative, short-term treatment for the impoverished to a long term 
patient care facility that eventually became the Rancho Los Amigos Medical 
Center. The Patient Ward Buildings were the first buildings constructed at 
the institution strictly to provide ward space for these chronically ill 
patients. Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center is significant as an example of 
early twentieth century healthcare of Los Angeles County's indigent 
population and for its later treatment of those in Los Angeles County with 
chronic illnesses, both mental and physical. In 1995, seventy-six buildings 
located in the South Campus area of the former Poor Farm were determined 
eligible for listing as a historic district in the National Register of Historic 
Place, and as a result, the South Campus was automatically listed in the 
California Register of Historical Resources.1 The Kitchen and Employee 
Dining Room was listed as a contributor to the Historic District. 

1 McAvoy, Christy J., Historic Resources Group. 26 July 1995. Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center, Primary Record and 
District Record. Los Angeles, CA. 
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History: 

1. Date of erection: 1927 

2. Architect: Karl W. Muck, Department of the Los Angeles County Architect 

3. Original and subsequent owners: County of Los Angeles (1887/1 888-present) 

4. Original and subsequent occupants: County of Los Angeles (1 887/1 888-present) 

5. Builder, contractor, suppliers: County of Los Angeles Mechanical Department 

6. Original plans and construction: Original architectural drawings for the Kitchen 
and Employee Dining Room are on file with the County of Los Angeles. 

7. Alterations and additions: A modern shed addition was attached on the building's 
south elevation in the ca. 1980s, as well as a refrigeration system on the west 
elevation. 

B. Historic Context: 

Kitchen and Employee Dining Room 

Constructed in 1 927, the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room was among the numerous buildings 
constructed and improvements made at the County Poor Farm during the 1 920s by the institution's 
most well-known superintendent, William Ruddy Harriman. One of the most beneficial 
improvements Harriman made to the campus in the 1920s was the expansion of the dietetics 
program. He was aware of the growing popularity of the science of dietetics in the 1 920s and saw 
the value of proper nutritional planning for the patients. In 1923, Harriman hired the farm's first 
dietitian, Otto Jardon, to oversee the kitchen and dietary needs of the campus patients.2 Jardon 
supervised the main kitchen of the Poor Farm located in the Dining Room/Staff 
Rooms/Kitchen/Commissary Complex, which served the substantial needs of the institution. This 
was the second kitchen for the Poor Farm, the original campus kitchen and dining room had been 
located in the Refectory Building, which was demolished in 1 927 to make way for the construction 
of the Auditorium building. 

After the opening and expansion of the Patient Wards in 1 926, the number of campus employees 
had increased to over 500, creating a need for additional kitchen and dining space. In 1 927, plans 
were drawn for a new Kitchen and Employee Dining Room (originally called Kitchen No. 2 or the 

2 Fliedner, Colleen Adair. 1990. Centennial, Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center, 1888-1988. Downey, CA: Rancho Los 
Amigos Medical Center, p. 145. 
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Service Building) to be located close to the Patient Wards for easy access by the employees. The 
building design incorporated two kitchens and six dining areas, including a dining area for campus 
guests and another for the cooks. Harriman wrote the following description of the building in 1 934 
in the publication The Story of the Rancho: 

The new Service Building provides one of the finest kitchens in the state—spacious, 
light and airy under all conditions. Even on the hottest summer day this building is 
cool and comfortable to work in because of a row of 6-foot steel sash around three 
sides of the top of the wall. These sashes may be swung to any position by chain 
controls from the kitchen floor. Electrically operated meat slicers and mixing 
equipment, automatic toasters, and other economy and labor saving devices are in 
constant use.3 

Over the years, the building was altered to meet the current needs of the institution. The Kitchen 
and Employee Dining Room was one of the few buildings to continue to be used for its original 
purpose well after the rest of the buildings on South Campus had been vacated. The building was 
vacated in 2007. 

PART II. ARCHITECTURE INFORMATION 

A. General Statement: 

1. Architectural character: The Kitchen and  Employee Dining Room  is a concrete 
building, one-story in height with central roof projection. The building is 
asymmetrically composed with an irregular, rectangular plan and horizontal 
massing. The building's stripped Classical Revival style is best characterized by the 
spare, streamlined exterior; smooth stucco exterior walls; wrapping parapets; and 
architectural elements such as a projecting cornice, stringcourses, and raised wall 
base. 

2. Condition of fabric: The current condition of the Kitchen and Employee Dining 
Room is poor. The building was vacated in 2007; however, due to years of neglect, 
the building started deteriorating many years earlier. Also, over the years the 
interior was completely remodeled; it no longer retains many of the historic interior 
elements associated with the building's original construction. Additional alterations 
occurred to the south and west elevations circa the 1980s when a metal shed 
addition and refrigeration system were attached. 

3 Harriman, William R.  1934. The Story of Rancho. Los Angles: University of Southern California Archives, Box 22, 
Folder 13. 
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B. Description of Exterior: 

1. Overall dimensions: The building has an irregular, rectangular plan and stands one- 
story with a central roof projection. The original architectural drawings for the 
Kitchen and Employee Dining Room show that the building measures 
approximately 36'2" in height. The exterior building measurements are 165'1" inch 
wide by 137'2" inches deep. The net interior condition space, interior dimensions 
exclusive of covered or enclosed exterior spaces calculates to 18,235 square feet. 
The total square footage for the enclosed condition space, including exterior 
dimensions and covered or enclosed spaces, calculates to 1 8,908 square feet. 

2. Foundations: The Kitchen and Employee Dining Room has a concrete foundation. 

3. Walls: The consistent use of concrete and stucco is a significant contributor to the 
character of the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room. The building is defined by its 
concrete walls covered in smooth stucco painted white and by its concrete 
foundation. The Kitchen and Employee Dining Room is an example of a simplified 
interpretation of the Classical Revival. This architectural style of spare, streamlined 
exteriors was popular for public service buildings during the Public Works 
Administration (PWA) era of the 1930s. Accordingly, the principal trim features 
displayed by the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room include a raised concrete 
cornice that wraps the building below the roof parapet and above a plain frieze and 
architrave (except for the western section of the north elevation) and concrete 
stringcourses that wrap around the building above the windows. 

The building is irregular in plan with horizontal massing and is composed of three 
rectangular-shaped segments on an axis that runs parallel to Flores and Esperanza 
Streets. The rectangular segments create the various character-defining asymmetrical 
projections and recessions of the east and west elevations of the building. 

The east (front) facade is organized into three asymmetrical bays that correspond to 
the distinct rectangular-massed segments that form the building. The east facade 
consists of a central projecting bay flanked by a slightly less projecting south bay 
and a recessed north bay. The north elevation consists of two bays: a recessed east 
bay and a projecting west bay that spans three quarters of the elevation. The west 
elevation also consists of three asymmetrical bays; the central recessed bay is 
flanked by a projecting north bay and a slightly projecting south bay. The south 
elevation consists of a generally even wall surface that lacks the severe projecting 
segments extant on the other elevations. 

4. Structural system, framing: The Kitchen and Employee Dining Room is constructed 
of concrete and features a partial basement. The roof is a concrete slab supported 
by steel trusses and miscellaneous steel framing. 
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5. Porches: Partial-width porches are located on both the north and east elevations of 
the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room. These porches consist of raised concrete 
stoops accessed by concrete steps and ramps with metal pipe handrails. A small 
projecting flat concrete roof overhang suspended by steel cables caps the porches. 

6. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: The primary public entrances to the Kitchen and 
Employee Dining Room are located in recessed areas on the east facade and 
north elevation. The two entries are distinguished by an original partial- 
width porch, and feature a glazed and paneled one-over-one-light wooden 
paneled door topped by a pair of two-light transoms. The entries are 
accessed by a concrete stoop with concrete steps and ramp, with a metal 
pipe handrail. Service entrances to the building are located on the west and 
south elevations. These seven entries include five non-original metal doors 
and two metal roll-up freight doors accessed by concrete ramps and loading 
decks. 

b. Windows: The windows of the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room lend a 
sense of uniformity and scale to the composition of the building's 
elevations. The fenestration generally may be described as a linear band of 
original wood-frame three-over-three-light double-hung sash windows with 
transoms and raised sills. The windows emphasize the massing of the 
Kitchen and Employee Dining Room and provide a continuous horizontal 
rhythm across the building. Other windows on the building include a band 
of four three-light hopper windows on the south elevation and two wood- 
frame three-over-three-light double-hung sash windows without transoms on 
the west elevation. On the north, west, and south elevations of the central 
roof projection, there are a series of large, steel sash three-over-three-light 
pivot windows set in bands of three. Non-original steel sash sliding 
windows are located in a linear fenestration on the north elevation. 

6. Roof: The Kitchen and Employee Dining Room is surmounted by a flat, steel truss 
roof clad in composition material and wrapped with concrete parapet walls. A one- 
story projection over the kitchen space is centrally located on the roof and is 
surmounted by a flat roof sheathed in composition panels. This central roof 
projection slightly slopes at the ridgeline on its north and south elevations and 
features parapets on its east and west elevations. 

C. Description of Interior: 

1. Floor plans: The original 1927 floor plans, as well as 2007 as-found drawings are 
attached;   the   interior   of  the   Kitchen   and   Employee   Dining   Room   has   been 
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remodeled. Many of the original interior room spaces have been altered and no 
longer exhibit their original space configurations as new rooms were created and 
the original function of rooms changed. The original spaces that are still extant 
include the main kitchen and east dining room. 

2. Flooring: Concrete floors finished with various sizes of tiles, 6 x  6 to 4  x 4 are 
characteristic of the interior space of the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room. 

3. Wall finish: The original plaster walls are present throughout the Kitchen and 
Employee Dining Room. The original 6x6 and 4x4 ceramic tiles are present in 
the kitchen area of the building. 

4. Decorative features and trim: Painted wooden chair rails and pilasters are located 
in the main dining room area of the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room. 

D. Site: 

1. General setting: The area surrounding the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room 
consists of lawns and mature trees, concrete sidewalks and ramps, and parking and 
loading areas. The extant setting of the building reflects the post-1925 era when 
Superintendent Harriman was expanding and making improvements to the campus 
to accommodate the growing staff and patient population. The building is located in 
the northwestern portion of the South Campus with street frontage on three of its 
elevations: Flores Street to the north, Laurel Street to the west, and Esperanza Street 
to the south. Its primary east facade faces toward Erickson Avenue, the historic main 
thoroughfare and north-south axis of the campus. The existing east elevation 
parking lot and concrete sidewalks and ramps appear in historic photographs. 

2. Orientation: The east and north elevations of the Kitchen and Employee Dining 
Room features the primary street access and public views of the building. The east 
facade faces out toward a parking lot and two staff cottages that front Hawthorn 
Street. The north elevation fronts Flores Street. Both main public entrances to the 
building are located on these two elevations, which serve as the focal point of the 
building's design. Although the south and west elevations have street frontage (the 
south elevation is oriented toward Esperanza Street and the Patient Wards, and the 
west elevation faces Laurel Street), both are considered secondary elevations, as 
they were historically used as service and loading entrances. This service/support 
use is reflected in the modest expression of the stripped Classicism style exhibited 
on the south and west elevations. 
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PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
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and are on file at the County of Los Angeles and Sapphos Environmental, Inc. 

B. Bibliography: 

1. Primary and unpublished sources: 

Adams, W. H., Master Mechanic. 1 5 March 1 933. "Memorandum of Damage Done 
Due to Earthquake of March 10, 1 933 (and continuing thru the 11th, 12th, and 
1 3th) to the Buildings and Equipment at Rancho Los Amigos, Hondo, California." 
Los Angeles: University of Southern California Archives. 

Aerial Photograph of Rancho Los Amigos. 1 922. Los Angeles: University of 
Southern California Archives. Box 41. 

Aerial Photographs of Rancho Los Amigos. c. 1 930-c. 1990. Los Angeles: 
University of Southern California Archives. Box 29, Folder 27. 

Auditorium at Rancho Los Amigos Historic Photographs c. 1930-1953. Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California Archives. Box 28, Folder 5. 

Blueprint Negatives of Rancho Buildings and Campus. Los Angeles: University of 
Southern California Archives. Box 29, Folder 33. 

Buildings Captioned Photos, c. 1 910 - 1 974. Los Angeles: University of Southern 
California Archives. Box 27, Folder 37. 

Campbell, Stu. Maintenance Supervisor for Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
from 1 947 - 1 979. "Miscellaneous Notes on Individual Property Histories." On file 
at the University of Southern California Archives. 1984. 

"County Farm." 1 929. From the Scrapbook of the Rancho Los Amigos Poor Farm. 
Los Angeles: University of Southern California Archives, pp. 1-11. 

County of Los Angeles, Deputy Recorder. "Los Angeles County Farm Deed." Deed 
Book 293, p. 100. 29 August 1889. 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 8) 

Foster, Henry. 5 October 1959. "History of the Rancho." Los Angeles: University of 
Southern California Archives. Box 25, Folder 57. 

General Photographs of Rancho Los Amigos (proof sheets). Los Angeles: University 
of Southern California Archives. Box 30, Folders E2, E3, E4, E5, E6, E7, E8, E9, E10, 
Ell,E12. 

Harriman, William R. "1 927-1 928 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. "1 929-1 930 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. "1 930-1 931 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. "1 931-1 932 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. "1 932-1 933 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. "1 947-1 948 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. "1 948-1 949 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. "1 949-1 950 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. "1 950-1 951 Annual Report for Rancho Los Amigos." Los 
Angeles: University of Southern California. Box 22, Folder 13. 

Harriman, William R. 1934. The Story of Rancho. Los Angles: University of 
Southern California Archives, Box 22, Folder 13. 

Historical Rancho Photonegatives. Los Angeles: University of Southern California 
Archives. Box 29, Folders 16, 17, and 1 8. 

Historical Rancho Photonegatives. Los Angeles: University of Southern California 
Archives. Box 30, Folders F1, F2, F3, F4, F5, G1, G2, G3, G4, G5, G6, G7, G8, 
G9, G10, G11, G12, G13, G14, H1, H2, H3, H4, H5, H6, and H7. 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 9) 

History of the Rancho. c. 1975. Los Angeles: University of Southern California 
Archives. Box 25, Folder 64. 

Payne, Billy. "Narrative of Construction History at Rancho Los Amigos, November 
15, 1 91 9 to 1 946." Los Angeles: University of Southern California Archives. Box 
24, Folder 30. 

Philosophy of Medical Care. Los Angeles: University of Southern California 
Archives. Box 25, folder 51. 

Rancho Buildings Construction Photographs, n.d. Los Angeles: University of 
Southern California Archives. Box 27, Folder 34. 

Rancho Grounds (photonegatives). Los Angeles: University of Southern California 
Archives. Box 29, Folder 26. 

Rancho Landscaping Historic Photographs. C.1 91 5 - 1 965. Los Angeles: University 
of Southern California Archives. Box 27, Folder 30. 

Rancho Laundry Historic Photographs, n.d. Los Angeles: University of Southern 
California Archives. Box 27, Folder 16. 

Rancho Los Amigos Hospital Descriptive Summary. 1969. Los Angeles: University 
of Southern California Archives. Box 25, Folder 60. 

Rancho Los Amigos Hospital Fact Sheet. 1 982. Los Angeles: University of Southern 
California Archives. Box 25, Folder 59. 

Rancho Los Amigos Hospital Historical Background. 1958. Los Angeles: University 
of Southern California Archives. Box 25, Folder 56. 

Rancho Los Amigos General Information. C. 1965. Los Angeles: University of 
Southern California Archives. Box 25, Folder 60. 

Rancho Los Amigos Hospital. 2 February 1958. "Historical Background." Downey, 
California. 

Rancho Various Building Photographs, n.d. Los Angeles: University of Southern 
California Archives. Box 27, Folder 36. 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center Letters to Los Angles County Engineers Office 
(various): 28 April 1958; 24 August 1960; 26 May 1966. Los Angeles: University of 
Southern California Archives. 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 10) 

Sapphos Environmental, Inc. 27 June 2007. Memorandum for the Record, 1217- 
034, No. 14, Character-Defining Features of the Rancho Los Amigos South Campus 
Kitchen and Employee Dining Room. Pasadena, CA. 

Utley, Bill. 1 February 1978. "Oral History of Rancho." Los Angeles: University of 
Southern California Archives. Box 1 6, Carton 6, Volumes 76-81. 

2. Secondary and published sources: 

"Aid Will Be Reorganized." 8 August 1933. Los Angeles Times, A). 

"Amigos Rancho: Over the Hill." 14 October 1 932. Los Angeles Times, p. 11. 

"Altered Plans Made Official." 11 December 1 930. Los Angeles Times, p. A5. 

"Another Building Ordered for the Poor Farm." 21 February 1 889. Los Angeles 
Times, p. 3. 

Cahn, F., and Barry V. 1 936. Welfare Activities of Federal, State and Local 
Governments in California, 1850-1934. Berkeley, CA: University of California 
Press. 

California Office of Historic Preservation. 2007. California Historical Resources 
Inventory, 2004. Fullerton, CA: California State University, Department of 
Anthropology, South Central Coastal Information Center. 

California Office of Historic Preservation. 2007. California Historic Landmarks. 
Fullerton, CA: California State University, Department of Anthropology, South 
Central Coastal Information Center. 

California Office of Historic Preservation. 2007. California Points of Historical 
Interest. Fullerton, CA: California State University, Department of Anthropology, 
South Central Coastal Information Center. 

California Office of Historic Preservation. 2007. National Register of Historic 
Places. Fullerton, CA: California State University, Department of Anthropology, 
South Central Coastal Information Center. 

California Office of Historic Preservation. 24 February 2006. Historic Property File 
Single Property Printout, Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center. On file at Sapphos 
Environmental, Inc., Pasadena, CA. 

California State Historical Building Safety Board, Division of the State Architect. 2 
June 2006. "California's State Historical Building Code and State Historical Building 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 11) 

Safety Board." Sacramento, CA. Available at: 
http://www.dsa.dgs.ca.gov/StateHistoricalBuildingSafetyBoard/default.htm 

"Contracts for County Farm Made." 8 July 1 930. Los Angeles Times, A7. 

"County Bonds Will Aid All." 29 April 1 923. Los Angeles Times, p. 117. 

"County Building Projects are Many." 2 July 1919. Los Angeles Times, p. 1112. 

"County Farm Not Poor." 15 January 1911. Los Angeles Times, p. 113. 

"County Health Units to Rise." 24 February 1929. Los Angeles Times, p. E1. 

"County Moving Sick Children." 4 October 1 937. Los Angeles Times , p. A1 8. 

County of Los Angeles Department of Auditor-Controller (J. Tyler McCauley, 
Auditor-Controller). 21 October 2002. "Sunset Review for the Los Angeles County 
Historical Landmarks and Records Commission." Accessed 1 7 July 2006. Available 
at: http://auditor.co.la.ca.us/cms1_003345.pdf 

"County Moving Sick Children." 4 October 1 937. Los Angeles Times, p. A1 8. 

"County to Ask Bond Approval." 12 May 1 922. Los Angeles Times, p. 113. 

"County Retains Building Lead." 25 December 1 928. Los Angeles Times, p. A2. 

"County Works List Complete." 24 July 1933. Los Angeles Times, p. A1. 

"Creating the Office of Superintendent of the County Farm at Downey." 20 
February 1889. Los Angeles Times, p. 7. 

Downey Call-Enterprise and the Downey Southeast News. 4 October 1973. 
"Rancho los amigos..." Supplement, pp. 1 5-1 6. 

Downey Livewire. "Big Improvement Project Planned For County Farm." 1 
December 1938, p. 1. 

Downey Livewi re. "County Institution Head Honored on Fifteenth Anniversary." 5 
June 1930, p. 1. 

Downey Livewire. "New County Farm Building Starts July 15." 10 July 1 930, p. 1. 

Downey Livewire. "New Wards Opened at the L.A. County Farm." 31 March 1 930, 
p. 1. 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 12) 

Downey Livewire. "Our Cover Page." 1924. 

Downey Livewire. "Rancho Los Amigos Celebrates 50 Years of Service." 8 
December 1938, p. 7. 

Downey Livewire. "Work to Start Soon on New County Farm Addition." 30 January 
1930, p. 1. 

Fliedner, Colleen Adair. 1990. Centennial, Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center, 
1888-1988. Downey, CA: Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center, 8-9, 11, 13-15, 
24-25,43,45, 65, 105, 118-120, 124, 161-162,216-217,224,235. 

Gebhard, David, and Robert Winter. 2003. An Architectural Guidebook to Los 
Angeles. Rev. Ed. Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs Smith, pp. 706-707. 

Gebhard, David, and Robert Winter. 2003. An Architectural Guidebook to Los 
Angeles. Rev. Ed. Salt Lake City, UT: Gibbs Smith. 

"Grand Jury Reports and Gets Scored." 1 April 1 902. Los Angeles Times, p. A1. 

"Grand Jury Scores County Institutions." 31 October 1906. Los Angeles Times, p. 
112. 

Harriman, William R. April 1 950. "Rancho Los Amigos, Hospital Service to the 
Convalescent and Chronically III." The Nightingale. V. 1: 10, p. 4. 

Harris, Cyril M. 1993. Dictionary of Architecture and Construction. 2nd ed. New 
York, p. 884. 

Hodges, R. E. 5 January 1929. Los Angeles County Tarm - Humanized and 
Profitable. Pacific Rural Press. Los Angeles, CA. 

"Housing Harmless Insane." 23 April 1 907. Los Angeles Times, p. 111. 

"Initial Project in Proposed Building Program." 31 March 1930. Los Angeles Times, 
p. D5. 

Jandl, H. Ward. October 1988. Preservation Brief No. 18: Rehabilitating Interiors in 
Historic Buildings: Identifying and Preserving Character-Defining Elements. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Technical 
Preservation Services. Available at: www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief18.htm 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 13) 

Jansen, Virginia. October 2003. God's House at Ewelme: Life, Devotion and 
Architecture in a Fifteenth-Century Aimshouse. V.78: Issue 4. pp. 1297-1299. 

Kirschbaum, Karyn. 2006. "Book Review: The Poorhouse: America's Forgotten 
Institution." http://aff.sagepub.com 

"Los Nieto Country." 1 January 1 891. Los Angeles Times-Annual Trade Number. 
"May Sustain itself Soon." 24 April 1 907. Los Angeles Times, p. 116. 

McAlester, Virginia, and Lee McAlester. 1 994. A Field Guide to American Houses. 
New York: Alfred Knopf, p. 454. 

McAvoy, Christy J., Historic Resources Group. 26 July 1995. Rancho Los Amigos 
Medical Center, Primary Record and District Record. Los Angeles, CA, pp. 21 6- 
217, 300. 

"More Land for the County Farm—Routine Business." 22 September 1892. Los 
Angeles Times, p. 2. 

"Move on New Works Set." 2 October 1 933. Los Angeles Times, A1. 

Mustard, H.S. 1945. Government in Public Health. New York: Commonwealth 
Fund. 

Nelson, Lee H., FAIA. September 1988. Preservation Brief No. 17: Architectural 
Character: Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid to 
Preserving Their Character. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service, Technical Preservation Services. Available at: 
www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/brief1 7.htm 

"New County Farm Boss." 23 May 1 91 5. Los Angeles Times, p. 115. 

"New Infirmary Bids Received." 24 June 1930. Los Angeles Times, p. A7. 

Office of Historic Preservation. March 1 995. Instructions for Recording Historical 
Resources. Sacramento, CA. Available at: http://ohp.parks.ca.gov 

"Pavilion for Harmless Insane." 14 May 1 907. Los Angeles Times, p. 111. 

"Personal and Trade Notes." 9 July 1 920. Southwest Builder and Contractor, p. 11. 

"Political Pie in County Slices. New Regime at County Hospital and Farm." 1 3 
August 1901. Los Angeles Times, p. 10. 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 14) 

"Poor Farm's Cost Declines." 14 April 1941. Los Angeles Times, pp. 26, 216-217. 

"Poor Farm Gets Grant." 13 November 1934. Los Angeles Times, p. A2. 

"The Poor Farm—Home of Dreams." 1 7 July 1 932. Los Angeles Times, p. 1 6. 

"Poorhouse." From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Available at 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poor-farm 

Poppeliers, John C, Chambers, S. Allen Jr., and Schwartz, Nancy B. 1 983. What 
Style Is It? A Guide to American Architecture. Washington, DC: Preservation Press, 
p. 36. 

Post/Hazeltine Associates, Santa Barbara, CA. 1 9 March 2004. Intensive Historic 
Structures /Sites Survey for the South Campus of Rancho Los Amigos Rehabilitation 
Center, Los Angeles County, California. Prepared for the County of Los Angeles. 

Post/Hazeltine Associates. 1 9 March 2004. Intensive Historic Structures/Sites 
Survey for the South Campus of Rancho Los Amigos Rehabilitation Center, Los 
Angeles County, California. Prepared for the County of Los Angeles. Santa Barbara, 
CA. 

Post/Hazeltine Associates. October 2003. Intensive Level Structures/Sites Survey for 
the South Campus of Rancho Los Amigos Rehabilitation Center, Los Angeles 
County, California. Prepared for County of Los Angeles. 

"Progress of Rancho Los Amigos Marked on Fiftieth Anniversary." 2 December 
1938. Los Angeles Times, 14. 

"P.VV.A. Give Consent to Five Plans." 31 June 1934. Los Angeles Times, p. A14. 

Quinn, Charles Russell. 1973. The History of Downey, California. Downey, CA: 
Elena Quinn. 

Rasmussen, Cecilia. "Farm for III and Destitute Grew Into a Place of Hope." 7 
December 2003. Los Angeles Times, p. B4. 

Rosenberg, Charles E. "From Almshouse to Hospital: The Shaping of Philadelphia 
General Hospital." The Milbank Memorial Tund Quarterly, Health and Society, 
Vol. 60, No. 1. (Winter, 1982), pp. 108-154. 

Roth, Leland M. 1 980. A Concise History of American Architecture. New York: 
Harper & Row, pp. 173, 198, 211. 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 15) 

Steward, Jill. "County Supervisors OK Long-Awaited Face-lift at Rancho Los 
Amigos." 22 March 1987. Los Angeles Times, p. 5. 

Stevens, Rosemary. Autumn 1982. "A Poor Sort of Memory": Voluntary Hospitals 
and Government before the Depression. The Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly. 
Health and Society, 60(4): 551-584. 

"Supervisors." 12 March 1889. Los Angeles Times, p. 3. 

"Ten-Year Construction History Plan." 31 May 1962. Los Angeles: University of 
Southern California Archives. Box 28, Folder 16. 

"The County Farm. Where the Poor of Los Angeles are Cared for." 14 June 1 891. 
Los Angeles Times, p. 10. 

"The Supervisors." 27 February 1889. Los Angeles Times, p. 2. 

"The Supervisors: Hospital, Jail, and Other Reforms Being Considered." 25 January 
1 887. Los Angeles Times, 2. 

"They Help, Too: County Farm Grows Food For Needy." 1 9 February 1 933. Los 
Angeles Times, p. 6. 

"Throw Back Insane Cases." 8 July 1905. Los Angeles Times, p. 118. 

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service. Accessed 1 8 August 2006. 
National Register Bulletin 24. Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation 
Planning. Washington, DC. Available at: 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb24/chapter1 .htm 

"Unheralded Achievement of Our Farm." 1 August 1 926. Los Angeles Times, p. 33. 

Wagner, David. 2005. The Poorhouse: America's Torgotten Institution. Lanham, 
MD: Rowan and Littlefield, pp. 5-7, 120. 

Weeks, Kay D., and Anne E. Grimmer. 1995. The Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, 
Rehabilitating, Restoring and Reconstruction Historic Buildings. Washington, DC: 
U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service. 

Wrede, Herman. "Rancho Los Amigos: A Stopover on the Road Back to Life." 
Legends and Landmarks. Herald American. 18 June 1961. 



LOS ANGELES COUNTY POOR FARM, KITCHEN AND EMPLOYEE DINING ROOM 
(Rancho Los Amigos, Los Angeles County Building No. 1295) 

Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center 
HABS No. CA-2800-D 

(Page 16) 

C. Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: 

None 

D. Supplemental Material: 

Historical Photographs 
Reduced copies of original architectural drawings 
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PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 

HABS documentation for the Kitchen and Employee Dining Room was prepared by Sapphos 
Environmental, Inc. staff from December 2006 to September 2009 on behalf of the County of Los 
Angeles Chief Executive Office (CEO). The HABS documentation serves as mitigation to comply 
with the 2008 certified Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Data Center project. Survey work 
and the creation of as-found drawings were carried out in 2007 by Ms. Wanda Ostermann of 
Diamond West Engineering, Inc., Los Angeles, California. Photographs were taken in from July 
2007 to July 2008 by Mr. David Lee, production manager, and Mr. Clarus Backes, senior resources 
specialist, Sapphos Environmental, Inc. Part I of the historical report (historic context) was prepared 
by Ms. Shannon Carmack, senior resources coordinator, Ms. Rebecca Silva, senior resources 
coordinator, Ms. Deborah Howell-Ardila, senior resources coordinator, and Ms. Laura Carias, 
cultural resources analyst. Sapphos Environmental, Inc. Part II of the historical report (architectural 
information) was prepared by Ms. Rebecca Silva, senior resources coordinator, Sapphos 
Environmental, Inc. Ms. Leslie Heumann, Sapphos Environmental, Inc. manager of cultural 
resources, reviewed the final report and supporting documents, and provided research, writing, 
and project oversight. 


